BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
July 13, 2010
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday July 13, 2010 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Andrews, DeLaigle and Tinley. County Attorney, Barry Fleming and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  Mr. Andrews gave the invocation and Mr. Tinley led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.
First, the Board considered the minutes from the June 8th, 9th, 23rd, 24th and 29th meetings.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion which was approved on a 5 to 0 vote.  
Next, the Board held a Public Hearing to consider a request to close Dry Bones Road.  Mr. Steve Bailey had asked to have the road closed between College Street and Bailey Road.  Mr. Bailey spoke first and stated that there are no residents on the road and the he would like to get it closed.  Mr. Gilbert Peel said that people were using it for drug deals, illegal hunting and for dumping.  He wants it closed all the way through.  The Administrator told that he had gotten a couple of calls from adjacent property owners who were concerned about access to their property if the road is closed.  It was suggested that the road be closed at Mr. Bailey’s property line.  There was no action required at this meeting as it will be up for final consideration at the August meeting.
After that the Commissioners heard a request to grant a Class A Beer and Wine license to Rusty Eskew for his business at 1017 McManus Road.  He operates Greystone Ranch which also has a snackbar and fishing area.  He said that he wanted to be able to sell beer to compliment his snack bar.  The Administrator noted that the location meets all distance requirements and Mr. Eskew has a clean background.  He further stated that the only call he had on the license was from the Tax Commissioner informing that the property had past taxes due to the County.  Mr. Eskew explained that he had been working on getting the property listed under the Conservation Use program and that had only just recently been resolved.  Mr. Andrews moved to grant a Class A Beer and Wine License contingent upon taxes being paid.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed with all voting in favor of the motion. 
The next item on the agenda was another request for a Beer and Wine license.  This one was from J. J. Jones for a Class B License for the store he is operating at the corner of Hwy 23 and Hwy 56.  The Administrator pointed out that the background check is good and the location meets all of the County’s requirements.  He noted that Mr. Jones already has a license for his store in Alexander and there have been no issues at that location.  Mr. DeLaigle made a motion to grant the Class B Beer and Wine License to J. J. Jones for the 138 Hwy 23 South location.  Mr. Tinley offered the second and the motion carried on a 5-0 vote.
After that, the Board addressed filling the vacancy on the Ogeechee Community Service Board.  Mr. Tinley moved that Burke County appoint Ruth Ann Oglesby to serve on the Ogeechee Community Service Board.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it was approved on a unanimous vote.
The Commissioners were informed that the Burke County Genealogical Society asked them to table action on the proposed contract until next month so their executive committee could meet.   
The next item of business was the appointment of members to serve on the Board of Elections.  Mr. Tinley moved to reappoint Ken English and Nina Fickin to the Board of Elections.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed on a 5 to 0 vote.  

Next on the agenda was a resolution calling for an election to continue the Special Purpose Local Option Tax.  The resolution is as follows:
WHEREAS, Part 1 of Article 3 of Chapter 8 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated. (the “Act”) authorizes the imposition of a county one percent sales and use tax (the “SPLOST”) for the purpose, inter alia, of financing certain capital outlay projects which include those set forth herein; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Burke County, Georgia (the “Board of Commissioners”)  has determined that it is in the best interest of the citizens of Burke County, Georgia (the “County”) that a one percent SPLOST be imposed in a special district within the County to raise approximately $56,000,000 for the purpose of funding capital outlay projects (the “Projects”); and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners mailed a written notice (the “Notice”) to the Mayor in each municipality located within the County regarding the continuation of the SPLOST; and

WHEREAS, the Notice contained the date, time, place, and purpose of a meeting at which designated representatives of the County and the City of Waynesboro, the City of Sardis, the City of Midville, the City of Keysville and the Town of Girard (“the Municipalities”) met and discussed the possible projects for inclusion in the referendum, including municipally owned and operated projects; and

WHEREAS, the Notice was delivered or mailed at least 10 days prior to the date of the meeting, and the meeting was held at least 30 days prior to the issuance of a call for the referendum; and

WHEREAS, the County has entered into an intergovernmental agreement with the Municipalities that are party to the Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the Municipalities represent 35 percent of the total population of the County;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Burke County, the City of Waynesboro, the City of Sardis, the City of Midville, the Town of Girard and the City of Keysville, Georgia as follows:

A. Assuming the question of imposing a County SPLOST is approved by the voters of the special district in the election hereinafter referred to; the SPLOST shall be imposed for the term, purposes and costs as follows:

1. In order to finance the Projects described herein, a SPLOST in the amount of one percent (1%) on all sales and uses in the County is hereby authorized to be levied and collected within the special district created in the County as provided in the Act.  

2. The proceeds of such tax are to be used to fund the Projects. The Projects consist of “Countywide Projects”, “County Projects” and “Municipal Projects.”  The Countywide Projects, the County Projects, the Municipal Projects, and the estimated Costs are set forth below:



Countywide Projects



Estimated Costs

Judicial Center





$15,000,000

Jail Addition





$  2,000,000

County Projects 



Estimated Costs

New EOC/911 Center




$   2,000,000

Recreation Improvements




$   1,000,000

Building Construction and Renovations


$   1,500,000

Industrial Park Expansion



$   2,500,000

Road and Bridge Projects




$   8,040,000

Airport Projects





$      200,000

Firetrucks






$   1,500,000

EMS Vehicles





$      600,000

Patrol Cars





$      500,000

Water & Sewer Improvements



$   6,000,000

Landfill Building Projects




$      340,000

Municipal Projects



Estimated Costs

Waynesboro Projects




$10,140,000

Sardis Projects





$  2,340,000

Midville Projects





$  1,170,000

Girard Projects





$     390,000

Keysville Projects





$     780,000

3. The SPLOST is to be imposed for a period of Six (6) years.

B. Call for the Election; Ballot Form; Notice.

1. The Board of Elections of Burke County is hereby requested to call an election in all voting precincts in the County on the 2nd day of November, 2010, for the purpose of submitting to the qualified voters of the County the question set forth in paragraph I. below. 

2. The ballots to be used in the election shall have written or printed thereon substantially the following: 


“(  ) Yes
Shall a special one percent sales and use tax be imposed in the                      special district of Burke County for a period of time not to exceed 6 years for the raising of  an estimated amount of $56,000,000 for the purpose of (1) funding a new Judicial Center and Jail addition for Countywide projects; (2) funding a new Emergency Operations and 911 Center, Recreation Projects, Building Construction and Renovations, Industrial Park Expansion, Road and Bridge Improvements, Airport Improvements, purchase of Firetrucks, EMS Vehicles, and Patrol Cars, Water and Sewer Improvements, and Landfill building projects for  Burke County; (3) for funding Water and Sewer improvements, Roads, Streets, Sidewalks and Drainage improvements, Building Improvements, Patrol Vehicles and Utility Equipment for the City of Waynesboro; (4) Water, Sewer and Street Improvements, Recreation and Beautification Projects, and Capital Equipment for the City of Sardis; (5) Water and Sewer System Improvements, Street Improvements and major Equipment, Major Police Equipment, City Hall Equipment, and the Community House Improvements for the City of Midville; (6) Waterworks Improvements, Building Renovations and additions, and Street and Sidewalk Improvements for the Town of Girard; and, (7) for  funding for Water and Sewer System Projects, Construction of a Multipurpose Building and Streets and Drainage Improvements and Equipment for City of 




Keysville?


(   ) No”

3. It is hereby requested that the election be held by the Board of Elections of Burke County in accordance with the election laws of the State of Georgia, including, without limitation, the election laws relating to special elections.  It is hereby further requested that the Board of Elections of Burke County canvass the returns declare the result of the election and certify the result to the Secretary of State and to the Commissioner of Revenue. 

4. The Board of Elections of Burke County is hereby authorized and requested to publish a notice of the election as required by law in the newspaper in which Sheriff’s advertisements for the County are published once a week for four weeks immediately preceding the date of the election.  The notice of the election shall be in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.

C. The Clerk of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized and directed to deliver a copy of the resolution to the Board of Elections of Burke County, with a request that the Board of Elections of Burke County issue the call for an election. 

D. The proper officers and agents of the County are hereby authorized to take any and all further actions as may be required in connection with the imposition of SPLOST.

E. The Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.  
Mr. Andrews moved to adopt the resolution calling for the election.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it was approved with all voting in favor.  
After that the Board considered approval of an interlocal agreement that specified how the funds would be distributed if a SPLOST was approved.  The resolution authorizing the Chairman to execute the agreement was before the board.  That resolution read as follows:

  RESOLUTION APPROVING A SPLOST INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE COUNTY

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF BURKE COUNTY, GEORGIA APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION, BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, OF AN INTERGOVERMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY AND CERTAIN MUNICIPALITIES OF BURKE COUNTY CONCERNING A COUNTY ONE PERCENT SPECIAL PURPOSE LOCAL OPTION SALES AND USE TAX ENACTED PURSANT TO O.C.G.A. § 48-8-110 ET SEQ.; REPEALING PRIOR RESOLUTIONS IN CONFLICT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. §48-8-110 et seq. authorizes the imposition of a one percent county special purpose local option sales and use tax (SPLOST) for the purposes inter alia of financing capital outlay projects to be owned or operated by the County and one or more municipalities; and

WHEREAS, Burke County, Georgia, the City of Waynesboro, Georgia, the City of Sardis, Georgia, the City of Midville, Georgia, the City of Keysville, Georgia and the Town of Girard, Georgia desire to utilize the proceeds of a SPLOST for the one or more of the purposes authorized under O.C.G.A. § 48-8-111 (a)(1).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Burke County, Georgia as follows:

SECTION 1. The attached intergovernmental agreement addressing the disbursement of SPLOST proceeds among Burke County, the City of Waynesboro, the City of Sardis, the City of Midville, the City of Keysville and the Town of Girard and other related matters is hereby approved.

SECTION 2. The Chairman of the Burke County Board of Commissioners is authorized to execute the intergovernmental agreement on behalf of the Board of Commissioners of Burke County, Georgia and affix the seal of the County thereto. 

SECTION 3. All resolutions, or parts of resolutions, in conflict herewith are repealed.
Mr. DeLaigle moved to approve the resolution.  Mr. Tinley seconded the motion.  The resolution was approved on a unanimous vote.  
The next item of business to come before the Board was to consider a request from the Public Works Department to fill two vacant positions.   The Commissioners discussed the request to fill these two positions a light equipment operator and a truck driver.  Some noted that there are 14 open positions.  They wanted to have a meeting and discuss the positions and which ones were needed and which positions could be combined or eliminated.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to allow the Public Works Director to fill the two positions as requested.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
After that the Board considered filling a position on the DFCS Board of Directors.  Darlton Morgan’s term on the Department of Family and Children’s Services expired on June 30th.  He has been an active member of the Board according to a letter from Alane Hickman, DFCS Director.  Mr. Abrams moved to reappoint Darlton Morgan to the DFCS Board.  Mr. Tinley gave the second and the motion was approved on a 5-0 vote.   

The next item on the agenda was the renewal of a rental agreement with the Ogeechee Behavioral Health Services for use of the Service Center Building on Old Millen Hwy.  This would renew the lease for another year under the same terms as have been in place for many years.  Ogeechee agrees to pay $4800 rent each year and the County pays Ogeechee $4800 annually for maintenance of the grounds.  Mr. Andrews made a motion to renew the lease.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried with all in favor.
Then the Board considered a contract with the Georgia DOT for operating funds for Burke Transit.  The proposed contract will provide up to $132,998 in funds for the next fiscal year.  The County Transit program cannot operate with the funding from DOT.  Mr. Abrams moved to approve the contract with the DOT for transit funding.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

After that the Commissioners addressed an amendment to the contract with the CSRA Regional Commission for funding for the Senior Citizens Nutrition Program.  This amendment would channel an additional $4500 to the County to offset our expenses for purchasing meals.  Mr. Tinley made a motion to approve the contract amendment with the CSRA Regional Commission for the Senior Nutrition Program.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It was approved with all voting in favor.
The next agenda item was an agreement with the CSRA Regional Commission for funding for the Senior Nutrition program for the next fiscal year.  The proposed contract has increased and the number of seniors that we are serving has decreased to the point where the contract covers almost all of the meals we provide.  This contract will provide the County up to $118,607.19.  The Administrator explained that the changes made by the Board last year have helped contain the costs for the Nutrition program.  Our net expenses have gone down over the last few years.  Mr. Tinley moved to approve the contract with the CSRA Regional Commission for the Senior Nutrition Program.  Mr. Abrams made the second and the motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote. 
Then the Board considered a recommendation from the County Attorney to grant a quit claim deed to Deborah Mangum to clarify that the County does not own right of way that is shown on a plat of the proposed alignment of Butler Mill Road.  The Mangum were concerned about a cloud on their title but are satisfied with the quit claim.  Mr. Andrews moved to vote to confirm the issuance of the quit claim deed.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It was approved on a unanimous vote.

The Commissioners addressed a vacancy on the Library Board left with the passing of Mr. Hubert Roberts.  The Library Board has recommended that Kay Jones be appointed to their Board.  Mr. Andrews moved to appoint Kay Jones to the Library Board.  Mr. Tinley seconded the motion.  It passed with all five Commissioners voting for the motion.
A proposed contract with the NRCS for joint funding of a clerk position in their office was added to the agenda.  The Board has funded this position with the NRCS for many years.  The Administrator noted that they are willing to pay half the salary for the position.  Mr. Andrews made a motion to continue funding half the salary of this position.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Elections Supervisor, Barbara Hammett noted that the primary election will be next week.   

Library Director, Elaine Sikes, said that they are keeping busy with the summer reading program.

Jesse Burke, Public Works Director said that he is about to finish the paving on Wyatt Place Road and they are cutting grass and picking up trash.  Mr. DeLaigle asked if we had anyone enforcing the County Codes.  Mr. Burke stated that we do not.  Judge Wimberly added that he believed that we needed someone with arrest powers.  

Mr. Tinley moved to go into executive session to discuss a legal matter.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  The Board then went into a closed session.
After a long discussion, Mr. Tinley moved that the Board come back into open session.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it carried with all in favor.  The County Attorney reported that the Board had discussed pending litigation and that no action was taken.  Mr. Tinley made a motion to authorize the Chairman to sign an affidavit concerning the executive session.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously.
Bo Hogan made a statement concerning Godbee Road, saying that his position has not changed.  They believe that it is a county road and want to county to keep up the maintenance on the road.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM.
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