BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RECREATION COMMITTEE

July 28, 2010
The Finance Committee of the Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday July 28, 2010 at 2:00 PM at the Commissioners Conference Room.  The meeting was called to order by Committee Chairman Henry Tinley.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Andrews and DeLaigle, Recreation Director Rolene Rowell and Administrator, Merv Waldrop.
The first item of business was to discuss the tennis center and whether or not to contract with someone to oversee its operation and to give lessons there.   Ms. Rowell reported that there has been a lot of interest from folks who want to manage our tennis program.  She said that she believes that we will get at least five proposals.  After some discussion by the Commissioners, they directed staff to prepare a Request for Proposals that includes a background check and will make the facility available for rental.  
The next topic of discussion was about who pays for the lights at the tennis courts in town.  For years the County has paid the bill for the lights at the tennis courts in the city park behind the Episcopal Church.  The consensus of the Committee was to ask the City Manager about taking on the responsibility for this electric bill.  

After that the Committee discussed a grant opportunity from the Georgia DNR for the Trails Grant Program.  The Recreation Director said that she had looked into this and thought we should apply to build a walking trail around Citizens Park.  The Committee members agreed and directed staff to put an application together.

Next the Committee talked about getting some prices for installing playground equipment at the new park in Gough.  We will not get the property until all the streets requested by Mr. Mobley are closed.  Mr. Abrams said he would discuss getting the deeds from Mr. Malcolm Mobley.  Ms. Rowell said that she will get prices on a playground similar to what we established in Northview Subdivision. 
After that they also discussed possible funding for the Yuchi Public Fishing Lake.  Commissioner Abrams wanted to see if we can use the SPLOST funds for this project.  He asked if the Committee would allow for the use of some of the Recreation SPLOST funds.  They only have $1,000,000 for recreation improvements noted the Administrator.  The DNR is estimating that they will need around $2 million in addition to the funds they have on hand.  The Committee said that they would be willing to do some inkind work to offset some of the costs of the facility.  Mr. Abrams asked if we could send a letter to DNR requesting that they put the project out to bid.  That way we would know the exact amount of funds needed to complete the project.  
The final item on the agenda was the issue of paving the parking lot at Citizens Park.  The Committee discussed several options but settled upon getting bids for asphalt paving for this parking lot.  They asked the staff to seek bids for this work.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM.  
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